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returned to the French lines at Giessen, -where, after
further negotiations, he was exchanged for a captured
Austrian of equal rank. While for the rest of the year,
apart from continuing command of the Hussar Division,
he superintended cavalry work at Mayence and Homburg.
The early months of 1798 found only England at
grips with the Republic, which already was toying -with
plans for overstepping the Channel. In accordance
with these Ney and two hussar regiments, the 3rd and
5th, were despatched to Amiens, where they arrived on
March 4th. But the coastal preparations were soon
abandoned in favour of Napoleon's Egyptian venture,
and Ney was given a short leave before entering upon
another round of garrison duty at Lille.
Things were quiet until the spring of 1799, when
France and Austria again opened hostilities and Jourdan,
who had already passed his best, -was summoned to lead
the new army. Ney in the meantime had held a variety
of commands before joining the Rhine concentration at
Mayence on February 24th, again under Bernadotte.
The actual date for this latest crossing of the river was
March ist, but Ney preceded Jourdan's move by per-
forming a typical exploit on the last evening of February.
It was in connexion with the town of Mannheim,
which the German authorities continued to hold in
defiance of a treaty by which it had been made over to
France.
Ney's project was to enforce its surrender and facilitate
the advance by reconstructing a bridge of boats, which
partly demolished structure was moored along the
western bank. For this purpose he detached the 8th
Dragoons, some infantry, and three guns, which he
placed in a covering position. Then, relying upon a
civilian garb and his knowledge of German, he made
a wide circuit and quietly entered the town.
According to his observations it was ripe for assault,
for he saw no guns and very little of its garrison; while
by dint of carefully chosen talk he judged the citizens
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